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Hurly Burly Sale  
Friday, October 10th 

10:00—1:30 

Lunch – 11:00-1:30 
 

Tell and bring your friends, 
neighbors and co-workers to help 
support ECW’s annual 
fundraiser.  Also, bake, bring 
(antiques, collectibles, nice 
rummage items) and help if you 
can—it’s always a rewarding and 
enjoyable time! 
  
 
 
 
 

The Guild will meet on Monday, 
October 20th, at 7:00 at the church, 
with Gladys Haggar & Cheri Bjorke 

hosting. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Coffee Servers - October 
 

Oct.   7 – Michelle Hotchkiss 

Oct. 12 – Heather Burns 

Oct. 19 – Kristin Wheeler 

Oct. 26 – Marla Lichty 

 

 

      

   Ushers for October – 

          Doug & Cheri Bjorke 

Acolyte Schedule 

October 
 

Oct. 5 – Holy Eucharist  

Joey Hotchkiss & 

Emma Freeman 
 

Oct. 12 – Holy Eucharist 

Donika Bjorke & 

Cecelia Kleinsasser 
 

Oct. 19 – Holy Eucharist  

Audrey Rubish 

& Jena Alford 

 

Oct. 26 – Holy Eucharist 

Patrick & Will Burns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lay Reader Schedule for 

October 

Oct. 5 – Holy Eucharist  9:30 a.m. 

    Lay Reader:  Michael Mornard 

Oct. 12 – Holy Eucharist  9:30 a.m. 

    Lay Reader:  Sherry VanDoren 

 

Oct. 19 – Holy Eucharist  9:30 a.m. 

    Lay Reader:  Joanne Groves 

Oct. 26 – Holy Eucharist  9:30 a.m. 

    Lay Reader:  Ardie Freeman 

 

 

VESTRY will meet on 

Tuesday, October 21st, at 

7:15 
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Notes from Mother Jean… 

On September 10th we kicked off our first 

Episcopalooza of the season, with ice cream 

sundaes and a discussion of upcoming events.  

This year, we are trying something a little 

different with the older kids – a Year of Service.  

Our Middle and High School kids will be 

offering their services to the community in 

various ways such as volunteering at the 

Humane Society or the Salvation Army, 

partnering with the United Way on some of their 

projects, bingo night at the nursing homes, or 

yard clean up right here at Grace.  Please join 

with me in encouraging our wonderful kids as 

they explore the greater world of service to 

others. 

We adults, too, need to explore ways to serve 

others in our community, in greater South 

Dakota, and in the world.  In August I offered a 

challenge to all of us to come up with some 

concrete and achievable goals that we could 

accomplish in the coming year or two.  That 

challenge still stands.  I can’t (and shouldn’t) do 

this alone, so if any of you would like to join me 

on a goal setting committee, please let me know.  

If possible, I’d like to at least get a start before 

the holidays are upon us (Advent is only nine 

weeks away!)  Please consider this very 

important ministry in the life of Grace! 

Just a brief note on the Diocesan Convention: 

As of this writing, I haven’t left for Pierre yet, 

so I don’t have anything to report at this time.  

Look for more in October! 

Peace and blessings for a wonderful Autumn, 

 
 

October Birthdays, Anniversaries & 
 In Memorium 

 

        1  Nellie McBride, Mary Ann Saylor (I.M.) 

 

        2  Gayle Kludt (B); Arthur Aldrich (I.M.) 

 

        4  Johann Wells (B) 

 

        5  Shirley Christiansen (B) 

 

        6  Jessica Bjorke (B); John Evans (I.M.)   

 

        8  Joanne Groves, AnneClaire Rubish (B); 

            Marie Gordon (I.M.) 

   

       9  John Neiffer (B); Arlan & Beth Brenner (A) 

 

11  Dave Tate (B) 

 

14  Harriet Darling (I.M.) 

 

15  Phil Smith (B) 

 

16  Jack Sievert (B) 

 

17  Leila Wheeler (I.M.) 

 

18  Zeyna Kleinsasser (B) 

 

19  Scott LaFee, Paul Webster, Jr., (B); John & 

       Jenny Groves (A); Boyd Benson (I.M.) 

  

20  Nikki Roberts (B); Ellen Fuller (I.M.) 

 

     21  Opal Bauman, David Hanson, Lyda Larson 

            (I.M.) 

 

22  Dorothy Lawson (I.M.) 

 

24  Nolan Groves (B); Anna Evans (I.M.) 

 

     25  John Groves (B) 

 

27  Diana Messick, Lisa Kopka (B) 

 

     28  Ruth Ellwein (I.M.) 

 

     29  Joseph Rather (I.M.) 

 

     30  Audra Engel (B); Paul Webster (I.M.) 

 

     31  Phil Buckingham, Howard Shober (I.M.) 
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Episcopalooza! 
 

      (Grades K-6) 

Oct. 1 / Oct. 8 / Oct. 15 

6:30 to 7:45 

Eat supper before you come, and we’ll 

have dessert of some kind during the 

evening. 

Community Service Opportunity: 

Wed., 10/22 – Humane Society, 6:30 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 

 FAMILY FUN 

    NIGHT 
 

It’s our annual costume (or not) 

Halloween Hootenanny! 

 

Supper at 6:00    Party at 6:30 

All ages are welcome! 

 

Senior Episcopalooza Youth & Parents  
 

We’d love it if you’d be in charge of the 

“ROOM OF HORRORS”  

(Think eyeballs, worms, etc.) 

  

Parents, email me if you are willing to 

plan this activity. Remember, it takes all 

of us to make a successful youth 

program! 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

“YEAR of SERVICE” 

Senior Episcopalooza Youth 
 

Wednesday, October 1st  

     Put up United Way Signs 

Wednesday, October 8th  

     Nothing scheduled 

Wednesday, October 15th  

     Read to residents at Sunquest 

Wednesday, October 22nd  

     Humane Society – 6:30 

Wednesday, October 29th  

Run the “Room of Horrors” at youth 

group Halloween Hootenanny. 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 

OCTOBER Youth Service 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, 

October 19th.  

More information to come from 

Mother Jean. 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

Sunday School is from 9:20 until 10:15 
every Sunday. All children, ages Pre-K 

through 6th grade, are welcome to 
attend. Mrs. Zeyna Kleinsasser is the 
teacher. She can be reached at 352- 

4050, if you have any questions. 
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VESTRY MINUTES – Sept. 16, 2014 
(unapproved) 

Vestry members present:  Mo. Jean 

Mornard; Marla Lichty, Sr. Warden; Doug 

Bjorke, Jr. Warden; Marie Wheeler, Treasurer; 

Cheri Bjorke; Dean Kleinsasser; Sarah Rubish; 

and Connie Vicuna. 

Marla Lichty opened the meeting with a prayer. 

Rector’s Report:  Welcome Back/Rally Sunday 

was September 14; there were 46 people in 

attendance.  The computer upgrade project has 

been complete.  There are a couple of 

parishioners interested in the diaconate. 

Senior Warden’s Report:  Kindernook 

enrollment is full in both the 3’s and the 4’s 

classes. 

Junior Warden’s Report:  Light bulbs have been 

changed on the light posts out front, and a 

couple were replaced in the sanctuary.  This 

summer in the Kindernook play room, 

classroom #3, the unused chalk board was 

removed, that wall was painted white, and 

shelves were installed for more 

organization.  The Bjorke family donated the 10 

blue recycle waste baskets that can be found in 

every part of the facility.  There appears to be a 

bat in the sanctuary, requiring routine clean-up, 

and it has kept the other bug population 

down.  When the contractor removed the fans 

from north of the sanctuary, they should have 

caulked the beams to keep bugs, bats, and air 

from coming in.  Future projects needed are 

paint outside along the trim alongside of the 

church and all of the north wall. 

Old Business:  The vestry met prior to the 

meeting to discuss Mo. Jean's request for an 

increase to her salary package, specifically in 

the housing area.  It was decided to increase 

her housing allowance by $1,000.00 for the 

ensuing year.  This will make her total package 

an increase of 5.2%. 

The minutes from the July meeting were 

reviewed; Connie moved and Cheri seconded to 

approve the minutes as printing, all approved.   

Treasurer’s report:  Bills to be paid—Burnison’s 

for $1,010.81 for repairs to the heating/cooling 

system in July and Wiedeman Construction for 

$2,550 to remove the fans north of the 

sanctuary.  Cheri moved to pay the bills, Connie 

seconded, all approved.  Marie answered the 

questions from July regarding the investment 

portfolio from Federated. 

New Business:  Sarah brought up the topic of 

inserting our brochure promoting the church in 

the “Welcome to Huron” packet that the Huron 

Chamber passes out.  Sarah also reported that 

Pro Clean would charge about $100 to clean 

the sanctuary carpet.  Connie moved and Cheri 

seconded that the carpet be cleaned.  Sarah will 

schedule the cleaning with Pro Clean. 

The church sign that sits on the Picek property 

north of town needs to be moved to be 

visible.  Doug, Cheri and Connie will work with 

Larry Picek to move this sign to a more 

appropriate spot along the property. 

Mo. Jean suggested we host a booth at the SD 

State Fair; it was suggested by the vestry that 

we enlist the help of the dioceses for this 

project. 

Next meeting will be Tuesday, October 21, 

2014, at 7:15. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Doug Bjorke, Clerk 
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Why Do We Do That? 

Since I haven’t received any questions yet, I came up 

with one of my own, and I’m also reproducing Dean 

Simpson’s first question in HIS column, entitled 

“Why do we…”  Great minds think alike – we both 

came up with this idea at almost the same time.  So 

here we go! 

Q: Why do we meet in Convention? 

A: Every year, our Diocese meets in our Annual 

Convention, and every three years, the entire 

Episcopal Church meets at General Convention.  

The short answer of why we do this, of course, 

is that it’s in our Constitutions, both Diocesan 

and national (Article III, Section 1 of the 

Constitution of the Diocese of South Dakota, 

and Article I, Section 1 of the Constitution of 

the General Convention).  This basic governing 

process was set in motion at the first General 

Convention in 1785, although the formal 

Constitution wasn’t written until 1789, the same 

time (not coincidentially) as the Constitution of 

the United States. 

The long answer is way too long to fit in a 

newsletter article, involving governance, 

legislation, and representation in our Church.  

But another answer, and one that you probably 

won’t find in any of the official documents, is 

that we LIKE to meet.  We are not a large 

church, but we are geographically all over the 

map – literally.  The Episcopal Church 

encompasses not only the US Dioceses, but 

Dioceses in Taiwan, South and Central 

America, the Caribbean, and Europe.  General 

Convention is the only time when 

representatives from all of those areas come 

together to discuss the current condition of the 

Church and its direction going forward.  And 

not only is the serious work of the Church 

addressed, but it’s also a great big party! 

And our own Convention, which kicked off on 

September 26th, mimics the General Convention 

on a much smaller scale.  We officially talked 

about and decided on issues important to our 

little corner of the Episcopal Church, and 

generally conducted the business of the 

Diocese.  But mostly we just met.  Met and 

talked and laughed and argued and ate and 

worshiped.  All the things we Episcopalians 

love so much to do.  I believe, as long as there 

are Episcopalians on the planet, there will 

always be conventions! 

And here’s Dean Simpson’s question and answer: 

Q: Why do we paint the doors of the church red? 

(N.B., not all churches paint their doors red, 

obviously, but enough do that he thought it 

worth talking about.) 

A: Researching this led me down a fun little rabbit 

hole of interpretations.  I found people who 

stated that it was to symbolize the presence of 

the Holy Spirit or the blood that a soldier could 

not spill because the person who stepped 

through these doors was under the church's 

protection or even that it marked a church of the 

reformation because the doors of the church 

where Martin Luther nailed his 95 thesis had 

red doors (I'm sure that the many Roman 

Catholic churches with red doors would be 

surprised by this one).  But in the end, it comes 

down to an architectural detail in the great 

cruciform (cross shaped) Cathedrals.  Given the 

cross shape it natural to paint the doors that 

were in the approximate locations of the nails 

the color of Christ's blood.  So the answer is 

that the doors are red to help complete the 

image the building provides of the crucifixion.  

In more recent centuries the custom has shifted 

from all doors of cruciform churches to the 

main entrance of any church.  As a side note: 

the color is intended to be blood red, though in 

many cases a different shade of red is used.  
Sometimes this is because the blood red clashes 

too much with the color of the rest of the 

building.  At other times it is simply 

unintentional. 

So there we go – two (hopefully interesting) answers 

to why we, in the Episcopal Church, do some of the 

things we do.  Keep…er…START those questions 

coming! 

+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +    
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Just What IS a Deacon? 

As most of you know, there are four orders of 
ministry in the Episcopal Church - lay people, 
deacons, priests, and bishops.  It's pretty 
obvious what priests and bishops do, and lay 
people can pretty much do anything (with a 
few exceptions), but what in the heck do 
deacons do? 

In the earliest days of the Church, there were 
no priests.  There were only bishops and 
deacons, and of course, lay people.  Bishops 
did pretty much everything the priests do 
now, for a specific geographical area, and 
deacons were their assistants.  In fact, the 
word deacon comes from the Greek (because 
what doesn't?) word diakonos, which means 
simply servant, or more specifically, waiter.   

Nowadays, the deacons (or as they are known 
in the collective, the diaconate) still assist the 
bishop - in fact, they report directly to the 
bishop in the diocese in which they 
serve.  But also they have always been 
considered the link between the needs of the 
world and the Church.  The Book of  Common 
Prayer says, in the ordination service, "At all 
times, your life and teaching are to show 
Christ's people that in serving the helpless 
they are serving Christ himself."  They are 
much more than glorified table waiters, and 
provide a vital service in God's Church. 

One great example of just what a deacon does 
came from New Orleans after Hurricane 
Katrina.  One of the deacons, Deacon Quinn, 
was riding his bicycle around the Lower 
Ninth Ward, which had been especially hard 
hit after a canal wall breach, and his activities 
were reported to the bishop.  The bishop 
immediately tapped Deacon Quinn to 
organize the Episcopal relief efforts, mainly 
because he was the one with the boots on the 
ground and knew what the people 

needed.  The use of the diaconate to 
coordinate day to day relief work enabled the 
priests to stay in their parishes, where they 
could be found by those who really needed 
the services of a priest. 

The reason I am bringing this up is that I have 
had a couple of inquiries about discernment 
to the diaconate at Grace Church.  The 
discernment process is the same as it is for 
priests in that the community to which the 
inquirer (as people hoping to enter the 
ordination process are called at this stage) 
belongs is very important in supporting his or 
her discernment process.  I would like to 
move forward with these two people in 
exploring their call, with your blessing and 
support.  If they do become deacons, they 
would most likely serve right here at Grace 
Church, so it's important that it's something 
the parish wants. 

Parishes don't need deacons, necessarily, but 
they can benefit wonderfully from having a 
deacon as part of their clergy team, especially 
in terms of mission and outreach.  If you have 
any questions or concerns about this process, 
or have strong feelings against moving 
forward with it, please come and talk to me 
about it.  And certainly, if you are feeling a 
call to ordained ministry yourself, please let 
me know.  Thank you! 

 

 
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE IN THE OFFICE 
BY THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH.  IF YOU ARE E-

MAILING, PLEASE SEND IT TO THE CHURCH 
(graceepiscopal@q.com) AS WELL AS TO MARIE 

(rmwheeler@hur.midco.net)-–THANKS!  

mailto:graceepiscopal@q.com
mailto:rmwheeler@hur.midco.net

