Grace Episcopal Church

Grace Notes

May 2014
Coffee Servers – May

Lay Reader Schedule for
May

May 4 – Picnic/Graduation
Party/Joanne Groves
May 11 – Marla Lichty
May 18 – Sarah Rubish
May 25 – Jackie Bjorke

May 4 – Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.
Lay Reader: Joanne Groves
May 11 – Morning Prayer 9:30 a.m.
Officiant: David Wheeler
Lay Reader: Ardie Freeman
May 18 – Morning Prayer 9:30 a.m.
Officiant: Sherry VanDoren
Lay Reader: Laura Blom

VESTRY will meet on
Wednesday, May 14th, at
7:15.

May 25 – Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.
Lay Reader: David Wheeler

Come one,
come all
following
the May 4th Youth
Service to a “thank you”
picnic served by the
youth and their families
in conjunction with an
ECW graduation party
for Justin and Jessica
Hotchkiss

Acolyte Schedule
May
May 4 – Holy Eucharist
Audrey Rubish &
Jena Alford
May 11 – Morning Prayer
Patrick & Will Burns
May 18 – Morning Prayer
Henry Rubish &
Nick Freeman
May 25 – Holy Eucharist
Joey Hotchkiss &
Emma Freeman

Ushers for May–
Rod & Wendy Voss
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Notes from Mother Jean…

May 2014

anchoress and a mystic. Whatever the reason, her
writings about God’s mercy and love for us were
allowed to stand and are available to us today.

On May 8th, the
Church will
celebrate Dame
Julian of Norwich.
Julian of Norwich is
a 14th century
British mystic and
anchoress (a
religious person
who has chosen to
withdraw from the
world, and who is
often walled up
completely in a room off of a church), whose visions
and writings have greatly illuminated our faith. She
was unusual both because of the time period in
which she was writing (during the Black Plague,
which wiped out a third of the population of Europe
and also caused a series of peasant revolts) and the
fact that her writings were so well received by the
Church, considering the fact that she was a woman
and her theology touched on the idea of universal
salvation, which was counter to the Church’s
teachings of the time.

Three things stand out in Julian’s theology. First is
her view of sin. She believed that human sin was
necessary for human self knowledge and that people
sin because they are ignorant, not because they are
evil. She believed that the pain caused by sin was an
earthly reminder of Christ’s pain during his passion,
and serves to bring us closer to him. The second
unusual theological point of Julian’s is her belief in an
all-loving God, without wrath. She believed that all
of the wrath on earth was on the part of mankind,
not God, but that God forgives us for it. And the last
unusual aspect of her theology is her belief that God,
and especially Jesus, is our mother. She said that the
only relationship that comes as close to Jesus’
relationship with us is that of a mother and her child.
Julian’s writing is lyrical and poetic, and full of striking
imagery. If you get the chance to read Revelations of
Divine Love, I guarantee it will change how you view
Jesus, and the entire Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. I’ve got a copy in my office if anyone would
like to borrow it. It’s well worth your time!
As Dame Julian wrote, “All shall be well, and all shall
be well, and all manner of things shall be well.”
Happy Spring!

Julian wrote her main work, Revelations of Divine
Love, after a series of visions that she had while in
the throes of an illness which nearly caused her
death. She later expanded this work with theological
reflections on her visions. The first version, known as
the Short Text, is believed to be the earliest surviving
work written in English by a woman.

Peace,

Mother Jean
Collect for Julian of Norwich
Lord God, in your compassion you granted to the Lady
Julian many revelations of your nurturing and
sustaining love: Move our hearts, like hers, to seek
you above all things, for in giving us yourself you give
us all; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever
and ever. Amen.

In a period of great turmoil, Julian’s theology was not
one of judgment and punishment, but one of
optimism and joy, and of God’s compassion for
mankind. Although these views were unusual for the
time, the Roman Catholic Church didn’t challenge
her, either because they discounted her as a woman,
or because they recognized her status as an
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Episcopalooza “Thank you”
Picnic

Final Youth Service
Sunday, May 4th, 2014

Sunday, May 4th

More information to come from
Mother Jean

Episcopalooza has finished for the
school year, and we are so grateful
for the wonderful group of children
who participated throughout the
year.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The last day of Sunday School
before summer recess is May 4th
from 9:20 until 10:15. All
children, ages Pre-K through 6th
grade, are welcome to attend.
Mrs. Zeyna Kleinsasser is the
teacher. She can be reached at
352-4050, if you have any
questions.

We are also grateful to our
parishioners for all of their support,
and we want to show you our
gratitude by hosting a THANK YOU
picnic on Sunday, May 4th,
following the morning service.

(Parents, please note the sign-up

email…contact Sarah with what you’re
able to bring.)

In conjunction with the picnic,
ECW will be hosting a graduation
party in honor of Jessica and Justin
Hotchkiss who graduate from HHS
on Sunday, May 18th.

Church Women United
May Friendship Day
Friday, May 2nd
9:30 a.m.

Vacation Bible School will be held
in August, and a trip to Lower Brule
for the youth group is also in the
works. More details to come this
summer.

First Baptist Church
(call Glady with any questions)
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May Birthdays, Anniversaries & In

UTO Sunday

Memorium

May 18th

1 Bonnie Tate (B)
2 Paul & Danielle Hauck (A); Myrtle Ulman
(I.M.)

There will be boxes and envelopes at

4 Dean Kleinsasser, Samantha Berman (B)

the back of the sanctuary May 11th &
18th for offerings to UTO. Following

5 Emma Lampe (I.M.)

the May 18th service, rolls and juice

7 Dorothy Matheson (I.M.)

will be served for all. Thank you in

8 Otto Christiansen, Christ Marcus (I.M.)

advance for your generosity!

9 Edna Barnes (I.M.)
11 Clarence Christiansen, Lynn Holmberg,
Eileen Smith, John Luddy (I.M.)

Coborn’s receipts for February,
March and April, including gas
and pharmacy, are due by
Sunday, May 11th. They can be
left in the church office for Glady
to pick up. Thank you!

12 Jaime Snyder (B)
13 Stephanie Meyer (I.M.)
14 Bessie Shober (I.M.)
16 MaryAnn Gogolin (I.M.)
17 Nickolas Freeman, Emma Freeman (B);
Rodney “Bubba” Freeman, III (I.M.)
18 Winky Heller (B); JL Groves (I.M.)
19 Lee Lichty (B)
20 Earl Johnsen (B)
22 Diana Bonnemann (B); Claire Wheeler,
Ruth Edland (I.M.)

The Guild will meet at Cheryl
Severtson’s home on Monday,
May 19th, at 7:00 p.m.

23 Albert Sanborn (I.M.)
26 Byron & Cheryl Severtson (A)
27 Cecelia Kleinsasser (B); Jason & Sarah
Rubish (A)
28 Stephen Christiansen, Polly Beth Snyder (B)
29 Henry Rubish (B); Rod & Wendy Voss (A)
31 Anna Rother, Fr. Paul Clark (I.M.)
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valued at $652; however, we have a pipe
organ and after re-evaluation, the organ
appraised at $204,000.00, bringing the
Diocesan property appraisal of Grace Episcopal
Church to $1.6 million.

(unapproved)
The Vestry met with the following members
present: Mo. Jean Mornard; Marla Lichty, Sr.
Warden; Doug Bjorke, Jr. Warden; Marie
Wheeler, Treasurer; Connie Vicuna; Cheri
Bjorke; Dean Kleinsasser; and Sarah Rubish.

Marie explained the missing checks--they were
out of order.

Rector’s Report: Mo. Jean highlighted the
Holy Week activities, and that there would be
a baptism on Easter Sunday. There was an ad
in the Plainsman of our Holy Week activities.

A quote for computer upgrades and
installation proposal was given by Michael
Mornard; discussion followed. Marla moved
and Dean seconded to accept Michael's
proposal for the computer upgrades. Motion
carried. The vestry directed Marie to get a
$1,000 pre-paid credit card for purchasing the
computer upgrades.

Sr. Warden’s Report: Marla reported that the
Kindernook Spaghetti Supper went well.
Kindernook officers will be Cheri Bjorke,
President; Marla Lichty, Secretary; and Marie
Wheeler, Treasurer. The Psalm Sunday Brunch
had nearly 50 attendees.

Weather proofing quotes were reviewed from
Picek Construction, Ken's Glass and Mirror and
Wiedenman Construction. $310 was spent on
the energy audit, leaving $2,690 for weatherproofing. The vestry will prioritize the repairs
and revisit this project at the next meeting.

Jr. Warden’s Report: Doug reported on
replacing light bulbs and setting up for the
Kindernook Spaghetti Supper. Deckers Pest
Control sprayed for ants. Dietz Lawn Service
has been contracted to fertilize the lawn. He
will hang the quilt in the library.

Karen Wehde, Kindernook teacher, asked if
she could rent 50 chairs for her daughter's
graduation. The vestry approved, asking her
for a donation instead of a rental fee. Karen
also questioned the security/safety of the
classroom and parish hall in regards to locking
the doors. Doug will check with Crist
Locksmithing on the options.

Mo. Jean lead the group in opening prayer and
reflection.

Marla moved and Cheri seconded that the
minutes from the March meeting be
approved. Motion carried. Dean moved and
Sarah seconded that the treasurer’s report be
accepted. Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned.
The next meeting will be Wednesday, May 14,
2014, at 7:15 PM.

The appraisal of the church and contents was
reviewed by the insurance company. The first
quote had listed the organ as a portable organ

Respectfully submitted,
Doug Bjorke, Clerk
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Mo. Jean will be on vacation May
7-13 and 15-17. She will then be
attending a continuing education
conference May 18-24.

May 2014

KINDERNOOK CORNER
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
to everyone who helped support our
Spaghetti Supper. Whether you sold tickets,
made a donation, ate spaghetti or were a part
of the kitchen crew…every contribution helps!
We are looking forward to our Trike-a-Thon
on Thursday, May 1st. Donations will be
directed to St,. Jude’s Children’s Research
Hospital. This is a wonderful opportunity to
reinforce bike safety. We hope to have a
police officer visit both classes, too.

The Eastern Deanery,
which includes Grace
Church, is having a bake
sale/craft fair Saturday,
June 7th, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
parking lot of Holy Apostles in Sioux
Falls to help raise $1,000 to fulfill its
challenge to ‘Adopt a Cabin’ at TEC.
This gives us a good month to
make/donate crafts and
bake goodies to help in this
effort. Please let Mo. Jean
know
if
you
can
contribute—THANKS!

The 3’s class would like to invite you to their
Spring Celebration on Monday, May 12th at
10:00 a.m. The 4’s class anxiously awaits their
Graduation Program on Monday, May 12th,
at 7:00 p.m.
Monday, May 19th will be our final day of
preschool for the year.

Save the Date!

We wish a very Happy Mother’s and Father’s
Day to all parents!

Grace Church will be delivering
Meals on Wheels June 9th to the
13th. Please contact Jackie
Bjorke if you are willing to
help—thank you!

We would like to thank you for collecting Fair
City Foods and Coborn’s grocery receipts this
year. Your efforts in providing financial
support to our preschool is much appreciated!
Mrs. Wehde and Staff

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE IN THE
OFFICE BY THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH
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