Grace Episcopal Church

Grace Notes

March 2014
Coffee Servers - March

Lay Reader Schedule for
March

Mar. 2 – Cheri Bjorke
Mar. 9 – Jackie Bjorke
Mar. 16 – Sherry VanDoren
Mar. 23 – Marla Lichty
Mar. 30 – Evie Reints

Mar. 2 – Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.
Lay Reader: Sherry VanDoren
Mar. 5 – Ash Wednesday
Lay Reader: David Wheeler – 12:10
Lay Reader: Laura Blom – 5:30
Mar. 9 – Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.
Lay Reader: Laura Blom

Ushers for March –
Lee & Marla Lichty

Mar. 16 – Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.
Lay Reader: Sherry VanDoren
Mar. 23 – Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.
Lay Reader: David Wheeler
Mar. 30 – Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.
Lay Reader: Ardie Freeman

Acolyte Schedule
March
Mar. 2 – Holy Eucharist
Audrey Rubish &
Joey Hotchkiss

Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper
March 4th

Mar. 9 – Holy Eucharist
Jessica Hotchkiss &
Emma Freeman
Mar. 16 – Holy Eucharist
Donika Bjorke &
Cecelia Kleinsasser

The Shrove Tuesday pancake supper is March
4th from 5:00 to 7:00. We are opening it up to
the public, with a free will offering—this
worked great last year. We are going to
advertise it, hang up posters and spread the
news by word of mouth, so we look forward to
a big crowd. Therefore, we need the help of
everyone in the congregation making
pancakes, eggs, sausages, and washing the
dishes. So this involves everyone—men,
women and children. We think this will be a
great event for our church since no other
church in the community does this. So let’s
all spread the word and pitch in to help make
this another successful Shrove Tuesday
pancake supper. Thanks, Marla!

Mar. 23 – Holy Eucharist
Audrey Rubish &
Jena Alford
Mar. 30 – Holy Eucharist
Nik & Matt Voss

TEC Sunday is March 2—
your generous donations will
be greatly appreciated!!!
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Notes from Mother Jean…

March 2014

The Coming by R.S. Thomas

“Oh God, is it Lent again already?” (Leo
McKern’s character from the movie, Ladyhawke)

And God held in his hand
a small globe. Look, he said,
the son looked. Far off,
as through water, he saw
a scorched land of fierce
color. The light burned
there: crusted buildings
cast their shadows; a bright
serpent, a river
uncoiled itself, radiant
with slime.

I can’t believe how fast this past year has flown
by, but here we are once again almost on the eve of
our most penitential season. One more blowout
party (in the form of our Pancake Supper and 2nd
Annual Pancake Races) and then we’re back to
purple vestments, Rite I, Stations of the Cross, and
no Alleluias.
But surely, Lent is more than that, isn’t it?
We call Lent a penitential season, but what does
that really mean? The dictionary defines penitence
as the condition or quality of being penitent, and
regret for wrongdoing; synonymous with
compunction, contrition, remorse, and repentance.
Pretty serious stuff, and certainly that is one
component of Lent.

On a bare
hill a bare tree saddened
the sky. Many people
held out their thin arms
to it, as though waiting
for a vanished April
to return to its crossed
boughs. The son watched
them. Let me go there, he said.

But it’s even more than that. Much more!
For the forty days starting with Ash Wednesday,
we will focus on our sins and on repentance or
metanoia (turning our lives around), but not in the
shadowy darkness of the world. Rather we focus
on those things in the miraculous light of Easter.
In the light shining off of the empty cross and out
of the empty tomb. In the light of the glorious
resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

******************

“Stations of
the Cross”

It’s Easter that makes sense of everything.
So this Lent, as we focus on our sins and on the
true repentance and amendment of life, as the
Absolution from the Rite I Penitential Order prays
for us, let us focus on it as Easter people.
Remember, that we are people who have been
saved and made whole by the blood of Christ.
Alleluia, one last time!

Mo. Jean will be leading
“Stations of the Cross” each
Friday at 5:30 p.m. March 21
through April 11.

Blessings and prayers for a Good Lent!

Mother Jean
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Sunday, March 16—Youth Service

Sunday School is every Sunday
morning from 9:20 until 10:15. All
children, ages Pre-K through 6th
grade, are welcome to attend. Mrs.
Zeyna Kleinsasser is the teacher.
She can be reached at 352-4050, if
you have any questions.

(No Sunday School on Youth Service
Sundays)
Kids, please be at the church by 9:10

Acolytes: Donika Bjorke & Cecelia
Kleinsasser
Old Testament: Joey Hotchkiss
Psalm: Jena Alford
New Testament: Jesse Hotchkiss
Prayers: Audrey Rubish
Ushers & Offering: AnneClaire Rubish
& Madeline Kleinsasser
Elements: Nick & Emma Freeman

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Tuesday, March 4
Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper & Races
5:00 to 7:00
We’d like all HMS & HHS
Episcopalooza kids to help with
bussing tables from 5:00 until 6:30.

Wednesday, March 19

The Pancake Races will be at 6:30—
bring an apron, a frying pan, and hats
and gloves…it’ll be cold outside!

March Community Service:
Beadle Co. Humane Society

Wednesday, March 5

Meet at Humane Society at 6:30.
Wear work clothes, and feel free to
bring a donation of dog or cat food,
litter, biscuits, etc.

Ash Wednesday Service: 5:30 to
6:30

Wednesday, March 26
Family Fun Night

There will be no regular
Episcopalooza; instead, Mother Jean
asks that all youth attend the Ash
Wednesday service instead.

Supper: 6:00 to 6:30
Free-will offering…”Feed the
Monkey”.

Wednesday, March 12
Lenten Soup Supper: 6:00
Episcopalooza: 6:15 to 7:30

BINGO at 6:30. Bring your friends!!
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Lenten Soup
Suppers

March 2014

March Birthdays, Anniversaries &

In Memorium

The Lenten Soup
Suppers are Wednesdays, March 19th
through April 9th, at 6:00, and a sign-up
sheet is up for volunteers to make the
soups. This year we will be discussing “A
Better Atonement” by Tony Jones, who
visited us last November. It’s a short
book that can be purchased in Kindle
format on Amazon for $3.00, or you can
buy a PDF hard copy from Mo. Jean, also
$3.00 (which goes directly to Tony).

1 Jason Rubish (B); Christ Skezas (I.M.)
3 Shirley Sweesy, Max Smith (I.M.)
4 Florence Cowling (I.M.)
5 Nicolas Vicuna, Payton Klinger (B)
7 Ron Wheeler, Kylie Vicuna (B); Vernon
Groves, Betty Christiansen (I.M.)
8 Dale Jepsen, Pansy Swett, Larry Clark,
Marjorie Aldrich (I.M.)
9 Anna Ellwein, Mary Ethelyn Gustafson,
Betty LaFee (I.M.)

Church Women United
World Day of Prayer

10 Jack E. Wintle (I.M.)
12 Johanna Luddy (B); Lois LaFee (I.M.)

Friday, March 7
1:30 p.m.

13 Barbara Geiger (I.M.)
16 Ruth Sievert (B)

Grace Episcopal Church
Let’s show our support!

17 Breta Samis (I.M.)
19 Cynthia Richardson (I.M.)
20 John Wells (I.M.)
22 Rennie Jo Muhs (B); Walter Kelson (I.M.)
23 Ernie White (B); Debra Engel (I.M.)

The Guild will meet at Connie
Vicuna’s home on Monday, March
17th, at 7:00 p.m.

24 Robert Webster (B)
26 Lance Lichty, Pam Wheeler (B)
28 Bill Heller (I.M.)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

29 Marjorie Cowling (I.M.)

Bravo to Michelle
Hotchkiss for her

30 Roy Milliken, Chad Severtson (B); Mildred
Clark, Andrew Ellwein, Vicky Bjorke (I.M.)

performances in the Huron
Arts Council production of

31 Kati Vicuna (B); June Ferris, Allison Luddy
(I.M.)

Drinking Habits—job well done!!
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detect heat loss. Problem area #1: the
blower fans at the north end of the
sanctuary. It was suggested that all of the
metal duct work and fans be removed and
this area be closed up. It was also
recommended that the ladder to the loft
area be replaced with something that meets
OSHA requirements. Problem area #2:
the stained glass windows along the top of
the wall in the sanctuary. Currently they
have an outside cover of plexiglass and
should be replaced with a double pane
glass. About 10-15 degrees escapes out.
Other areas that need attention are the air
leak above the alter/cross at the front of the
sanctuary; northwest storage area where
the wall meets ceiling needs to be sealed;
new caulk on the inside and outside of all
windows; the kitchen door is warped and
needs a new sweep on the bottom; the front
door needs weather stripping; investigate
the purpose of the wooden panels in
sanctuary ceiling because there is no
insulation behind those panels; and insulate
the north wall of sanctuary in the storage
area. Connie will continue this project by
obtaining estimates from local contractors.
The window caulking may be something the
middle school and high school youth could
assist with as a service project.

VESTRY MINUTES – Feb.
24, 2014
(unapproved)
The vestry met with the following members
present: Mo. Jean Mornard; Marla Lichty,
Senior Warden; Marie Wheeler, Treasurer;
Connie Vicuna; Dean Kleinsasser; Sarah
Rubish; and Cheri Bjorke.
Absent from the meeting were: Joanne
Groves; Doug Bjorke, Junior Warden; and
Michelle Hotchkiss.
The meeting was opened with a prayer and
reflection.
Mother Jean welcomed new vestry
members: Dean Kleinsasser, Sarah Rubish,
and Cheri Bjorke.
Mother Jean attended a retreat last week,
and brought back with her numerous
motivations, including quiet contemplation
question… “What would God be thanking
you for?”
Old Business: The minutes from the
January 2014 meeting were approved as
written.

Thunderhead Episcopal Camp (TEC)
Sunday will be March 2nd.

The Treasurer’s report was given. Marla
moved and Dean seconded to approve the
Treasurer’s report. All approved.
Withdrawals from the interest earned on the
endowment fund will begin in March at
$5,700 per month to meet the monthly
expenses.

Recognition and Commissioning Sunday
will be March 9th.
Mother Jean reported on her upcoming
travel plans. May 7-12 will be vacation, in
her office on May 13 and 14, May 15-18 on
vacation, and then May 19-23 continuing
education. Then June 26-29 will be
attending the Niobrara Convocation, and
June 30-July 12 will be on vacation. She
will also be gone sometime around March
17 for a few days to attend Michael’s
mother’s funeral at California.

Cool Congregations: This is a 5 category
nationwide contest. Connie Vicuna has
submitted the entry form on behalf of the
church. The winners will be announced on
Earth Day, April 22nd.
Energy Audit: The energy audit was
completed on Friday, February 21st.
Representing Grace Church were Connie
Vicuna, Jorge Vicuna, and Michael
Mornard. An infrared camera was used to

New Business: Rector’s Report: Mother
Jean reported that the retreat she attended
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last week was great. She suggested the
youth and adults of Grace Church get
together to watch “The Way,” a movie she
watched at the retreat.

March 2014

VESTRY will meet on
Tuesday, March 18th, at
7:15.

Senior Warden’s Report: Marla had nothing
to report.
Junior Warden’s Report: Doug’s report was
read in his absence. He had the small
vacuum repaired and replaced all of the
bulbs in the lanterns out front. Doug has
reprogrammed all of the thermostats and
requests that if heating days and times need
to be changed that he be informed instead
of putting the system on hold. It was found
during the energy audit that the water spigot
on the east side of the building was left on.
This was rectified immediately after being
notified of the problem.

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE IN THE
OFFICE BY THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH

KINDERNOOK CORNER
February found us busy making Valentines
and learning about the mail process. Our
Valentine Party was “sweet”—what a fun
celebration of friendship!

Lenten Soup Suppers will begin March 12.
Beckie Freeman has volunteered to post a
sign-up sheet for hosting the suppers. The
theme for the educational part of the
suppers will be “Better Atonement” by Tony
Jones who visited us in November 2013.
There is a short book of 50 pages that will
be available for purchase at $3.00 each,
from Mother Jean, that would be beneficial
to have read before attending the suppers.

Along with their special visit to the Post
Office, the 4’s class enjoyed a stop at the
Donut Shop for snack ad the Public Library,
where the Children’s Librarian gave a tour and
shared a special story time.
We also spent time learning about the
importance of good dental health.

The copier/printer in the office is not working
properly. Marie will contact the service
technician at Brown & Saenger for
guidance.

This month we look forward to learning about
the work that doctors and nurses do.

The Parochial report was reviewed. Marla
moved and Sarah seconded to approve the
parochial report, all approved.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM.

We will kick off the month of March with a
celebration of two special birthdays—Mrs.
Guthmiller and Dr. Seuss! We will share silly
Seuss stories, wear our striped Cat in the Hat
creations and sample Green Eggs and Ham.

Next meeting will be Tuesday, March 18, at
7:15 PM.

On March 27th we will hold our Spring Open
House from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Stations of the Cross will be held on Fridays
at 5:30 PM beginning March 14th.

Respectfully submitted,
Cheri Bjorke, acting clerk

Mark your calendars for our annual Spaghetti
Dinner on April 10th, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
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