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Coffee Servers - January

Lay Reader Schedule for
February

Feb. 2 – Cheryl Severtson
Feb. 9 – Beth Brenner
Feb. 16 – Connie Vicuna
Feb. 23 – Ardes Spaulding

Feb. 2 – Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.
Lay Reader: Laura Blom
Feb. 9 – Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.
Lay Reader: Joanne Groves
Feb. 16 – Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.
Lay Reader: Joanne Groves

Ushers for February –
Jason & Sarah Rubish

Feb. 23 – Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.
Lay Reader: Michael Mornard

Save the Date!

Acolyte Schedule
February
Feb. 2 – Holy Eucharist
Audrey Rubish &
Jena Alford

Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper
March 4th

Feb. 9 – Holy Eucharist
Henry Rubish &
Nick Freeman

More information will be in the March
newsletter, but want to give everyone a
heads up because it comes early in March.

Feb. 16 – Holy Eucharist
Donika Bjorke &
Cecelia Kleinsasser

Lenten
Soup Suppers

Feb. 23 – Holy Eucharist
Patrick & Will Burns

More information about the soup
suppers & discussions, beginning
March 12th, will appear in the March
newsletter, as well. A sign-up sheet to
provide soup will be up in the parish
hall later in February.

VESTRY will meet on
Tuesday, February 18th, at
7:15.
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Absalom Jones is a very
real figure from our own
American history. He is
the first African
American to be ordained
in the Episcopal Church,
long before the abolition
of slavery. He was born
a slave in 1746, and was
eventually sold to a store owner in Philadelphia.
In 1770, he married another slave, Mary King,
and purchased her freedom in 1778 so their
children would be born free. It took him another
7 years to purchase his own freedom. Even
before he was free, he became one of the first
licensed preachers in the Methodist Church.

A Tale of Three Saints
February is a rich month for celebrating the lives
of Christian notables, so I thought it might be
fun to talk about three of them – St. Valentine,
Absalom Jones, and George Herbert.
Very little is known
about the real St.
Valentine, and we in the
Episcopal Church don’t
actually celebrate his
feast day any more. In
fact, he has almost been
dropped from the Roman
Catholic list as well,
possibly due to the
secular nature of modern
Valentine’s Day. The little we do know about
St. Valentine appears to come from two similar
stories. In the first, Valentinus (the Roman
spelling of his name) was a Roman priest in the
time of the Emperor Claudius II (3rd century
CE). He was arrested for secretly helping
Christians in Rome, including marrying
Christian couples. Claudius took a liking to
Valentinus until he tried to convert the Emperor,
at which point Claudius had him beheaded
(touchy sort).

As a result of his once-interracial church
becoming segregated, he helped to found the
Free African Society (FAS), a nondenominational organization to aid newly freed
slaves and others. In 1791 he started holding
church services at the FAS and in 1792
petitioned to join the Episcopal Church. In 1794
the African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas
opened its doors. Absalom was ordained a
deacon in 1795 and priest in 1802, by Bishop
William White (1st Presiding Bishop). Absalom
was an effective preacher who denounced
slavery and oppression, and a beloved pastor to
his flock at St. Thomas. He is commemorated
on the anniversary of his death, February 13,
1818. As an interesting side note, a classmate of
mine, the Rev. Brandt Montgomery, was a
seminarian at St. Thomas Church, and later
became the first African American in 60 years to
be ordained as an Episcopal priest in Alabama.
The times they are a-changing, but not all that
fast.

The second story is much the same, except that
Valentinus was put under house arrest in by a
judge in Umbria, Italy. The judge had a blind
daughter and put Valentinus to the test to see if
God would cure her. The girl was cured and the
judge became a convert who then freed
Valentinus. Valentinus returned to Rome and
continued his evangelism, eventually getting
arrested again. The rest of this story ends like
the previous one does, sadly for Valentinus.
St. Valentine is the patron saint of affianced
couples, against fainting, bee keepers, happy
marriages, love, plague (presumably against it),
and epilepsy.

And finally, the last of
the three is George
Herbert. George
Herbert was born in
1593. He was a cousin
of the Earl of Pembroke
and ran in royal circles.
He later fell somewhat
out of favor with King
Charles I, though. Even
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so, after he took Holy Orders in 1626, Charles
provided him with the living (aka rectorship) of
two parishes in 1630.
We mostly know George Herbert as a prolific
religious poet, one of a group of metaphysical
poets of the 17th century, along with John
Donne. Several of his poems, such as “Come
my Way, my Truth, my Life,” “Let all the world
in every corner sing,” “Teach me, my God and
King,” and my personal favorite hymn of all,
“King of glory, King of peace,” you might
readily recognize, since they appear in our own
hymnal. He died of tuberculosis in 1633 and is
commemorated on February 27th.

In Memorium
1 Ann Moller, Willis Walker (I.M.)
3 Dorothy Kiser (B)
4 Jessie Webster, Ben & Martina Middletent
(I.M.)
6 Courtney Wilcox (B)
7 Lee Kludt (B); Pat Reilly (I.M.)
8 Florence Scotter (I.M.)

Since February is the month where we celebrate
Love, here is Herbert’s poem, simply entitled,
Love.

9 Charles Webster (I.M.)
11 Ted Schaefer (I.M.)

LOVE bade me welcome; yet my soul drew back,
Guilty of dust and sin.
But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack
From my first entrance in,
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning
If I lack'd anything.

12 Audrey Rubish (B)
14 Tessie Coffey, Jim Venables, Don Carr (I.M.)
16 Marjy Milliken (B); Sam Burton (I.M.)

'A guest,' I answer'd, 'worthy to be here:'
Love said, 'You shall be he.'
'I, the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear,
I cannot look on Thee.'
Love took my hand and smiling did reply,
'Who made the eyes but I?'

17 Dot & John McAreavey (A); Albert Lampe
(I.M.)
18 Betty Miller (I.M.)
20 Jennifer Neiffer (B); John (Jack) Sauer,
Cynthia Fowler (I.M.)

'Truth, Lord; but I have marr'd them: let my shame
Go where it doth deserve.'
'And know you not,' says Love, 'Who bore the
blame?'
'My dear, then I will serve.'

21 Victoria Lusk (B)
22 Hugo Aldrich, Edytha Keller (I.M.)
25 Meta Kelson (I.M.)

So I did sit and eat.

26 Betty Boyd (I.M.)

God’s love and blessings,

Mother Jean
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE IN THE
OFFICE BY THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH
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Wed., 2/19
FebruaryCommunity Service

Sunday School is every Sunday
morning from 9:20 until 10:15. All
children, ages Pre-K through 6th
grade, are welcome to attend. Mrs.
Zeyna Kleinsasser is the teacher.
She can be reached at 352-4050, if
you have any questions.

Meet at the Beadle County Humane
Society at 6:30. Wear work clothes,
and feel free to bring a donation of
dog or cat food, letter, biscuits, etc., if
you’d like.

Wed., 2/26
Family Fun Night
Supper from 6:00 to 6:30
Free-will offering: Feed the Monkey.
Skating at Bergman Arena: 6:45

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Episcopalooza & Family Fun
Night Schedule for February
Wed., 2/5 - Episcopalooza
6:15-7:30

Tues., 3/4 – Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper & Races
More details to come…

Wed., 2/12 – Episcopalooza
6:15-7:30
Sun., 2/16 – Youth Service

Wed., 3/5 – Ash Wednesday &
Episcopalooza

(Kids, please be at the church by 9:10)
Acolytes: Donika Bjorke & Cecelia
Kleinsasser

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Grace Episcopal Kids, don't forget
to fill out your Sunday Service card.
For every Sunday you attend church
or Sunday school, write your name
on an index card found at the back
of the church on the table. Put the
card in the collection box, and after
four cards have been collected,
you’ll earn a prize. Starting in
January, you’ll earn video rental
coupons from Coborn’s Video.

Old Testament: Henry Rubish
Psalm: Matt Voss
New Testament: Jacob Hotchkiss
Prayers: Nik Voss
Ushers & Offering: Audrey Rubish &
Jena Alford
Elements: Nick Freeman & Will Burns
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VESTRY MINUTES – Jan.
21, 2014

appreciation.

(unapproved)

The weather stripping on the west
vestibule door has been repaired.

The vestry met with the following
members present: Mo. Jean Mornard;
Doug Bjorke, Jr. Warden; Marie
Wheeler, Treasurer; Ron Wheeler,
Joanne Groves, Lynn Steen and Beckie
Freeman.

Beckie Freeman reported on the pew in
the back of the church.
The safe church audit has not been
completed.
It has been requested that the Star Quilt
donated by Pastor Ron Brugger's family
be hung in the Library.

The meeting opened with a prayer.
Old business: motion by Joanne Groves
and seconded by Beckie Freeman to
approve the minutes of last month.

New Business:
Rector’s report: Mo. Jean reported that
the loose offering for the Nets for Life
brought in $240. The Credo conference
is in Mississippi and Mo. Jean received a
grant to attend this conference.;
therefore, the church’s contribution will
be less.

Treasurer’s report: Ron Wheeler moved
and Joanne Groves seconded to approve
the Treasurer’s report and the
Endowment Fund. Beckie Freeman
moved and Joanne Groves seconded to
approve payment of advertisements
that ran in the Plainsman between
Thanksgiving and Christmas. A donation
of $3,000 was received, but since it was
not designated to a specific area, it is to
go into the Endowment Fund. A motion
from Ron Wheeler and seconded by
Joanne Groves to designate that $3,000
gift towards the Jr. Warden’s
discretionary fund to cover the expenses
of the energy efficient improvements.

Sr. Warden’s report: Marla Lichty was
absent and had nothing to report.
Jr. Warden’s report: Doug Bjorke
reported on setting up and clean up for
Gladys Haggar's 90th birthday party that
ECW hosted on Sunday, January 19th.
The “Cool Congregation” entry is due
soon, and Connie Vicuna will send this
on our projects.
Employee evaluations for Marie, Doug
and Deedee will be conducted.

Recognition/Commissioning Sunday will
be February 9, 2014, during the 9:30
church service. Lynn Steen has donated
funds to cover expenses for tokens of

Music selections was brought up, with
discussions about a canter.
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Annual meeting will be at 10:35 on
Sunday, January 26th. It is potluck—
bring your own dishes and a dish to
pass.

February 2014

KINDERNOOK CORNER
Hibernation Day was “Beary”
exciting…what fun to wear pajamas
to school! We enjoyed meeting furry
friends, reading stories in a cave,
sipping hot cocoa, munching on bear
treats and “GOING ON A BEAR
HUNT.”

Security audit – tabled for now to look
at more information on locking the
doors.
Lynn Steen moved and Ron Wheeler
seconded to designate Sarah Rubish as
Youth Superintendent.

We will celebrate “Love for Family.”
We will also celebrate “Love for
Friends” with both groups enjoying a
Valentine’s Party.

Next vestry meeting will be at 7:15 pm,
Tuesday, February 18, 2014.
Respectfully submitted,
Douglas Bjorke, clerk

Students in the 3’s class will be
visited by a Post Office employee,
while the 4’s class will tour the Post
Office as well as visit the Public
Library.

Coborn’s receipts for November,
December and January, including
gas and pharmacy, are due by
Wednesday, February 12th. They
can be left in the church office
for Glady to pick up. Thank you!

February is Dental Health Month.
We are very fortunate to have staff
from Dr. Hajek’s office visit the 3’s
class and teach us how to care for
our teeth. The 4’s class will be
visiting the Dental Office and
learning about good dental hygiene.
We will be having a “Bakeless Bake
Sale” to which everyone is invited to
contribute—thank you!

The Guild will meet at Sherry
VanDoren’s home on Monday,
February 17th, at 7:00 p.m.

Happy Valentine’s Day!
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