Grace Episcopal Church

Grace Notes

January 2013
Coffee Servers - January

Lay Reader Schedule for
January

Jan. 6 – Joanne Groves
Jan. 13 – Cheri Bjorke
Jan. 20 – Jackie Bjorke
Jan. 27 – Wendy Voss

January 6 – Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.
Lay Reader: Michael Mornard
January 13 – Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.
Lay Reader: Joanne Groves
January 20 – Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.
Lay Reader: David Wheeler

Ushers for January –
Arlan & Beth Brenner

January 27 -- Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m.
Lay Reader: David Wheeler

Bishop’s Visit
January 6

Acolyte Schedule
January
Jan. 6 – Holy Eucharist
Nik & Matt Voss

Bishop John C. Tarrant will make
his annual visit to Grace Church
January 6th and celebrate Holy
Eucharist. Immediately following
the service, there will be a brunch
reception served by the E.C.W. for
all to enjoy. Please come and help
welcome Bishop Tarrant!

Jan. 13 – Holy Eucharist
Henry Rubish &
Patrick Burns
Jan. 20 – Holy Eucharist
Justin & Jessica Hotchkiss
Jan. 27 – Holy Eucharist
Donika Bjorke &
Audrey Rubish

* * * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * *

The Annual Meeting/Potluck will be Sunday,
January 27th, following the service—please bring a
dish to pass (meat & the Epiphany cake will be
provided) and your place setting(s). Annual
reports are due in the office by January 15th—
thanks!

VESTRY will meet on
Tuesday, January 15th, at
7:00.
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Notes from Mother Jean…

January 2013

gift of our gifts – to one another, to our
community, to the world, and to God.

Gifts for the New Year…

It’s very clear to me that I have been so
blessed to be called to serve a
congregation that is already enormously
gifted and giving. I thank God for you
every day. But in this New Year, let’s
embark together on a journey of
discernment to continue to discover,
nurture, and put to use our unique gifts
as a parish. I think we’re all in for a year
of wonderful surprises and I’m eagerly
looking forward to the great things we
can and will do together!

On entering the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother; and they
knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests,
they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. (Matthew
2:11)
Well, the presents have all been
unwrapped and the wrapping paper
either carefully folded for reuse or
wadded up in colorful balls (with hints
of ribbon peeking out) and in the
garbage can. The books have been
started or set aside to be read in the
coming weeks; the clothing has been
tried on and the giver’s taste admired;
the toys have been experimented with
and the favorites tucked away in small
beds. In some cases, returns or regifting
have already happened. And, if your
mother taught you well, the thank you
cards have been started. Such is our
Christmas gift tradition. And whether it
ends Christmas morning or is stretched
through the 12 days of Christmas, it’s all
over by January 6th, right?

Happy New Year! May God continue to
shower his abundant love and blessings
on each and every one of you in 2013!

“What you are is God's gift to you,
what you become is your gift to God.”
~ Hans Urs von Balthasar, Prayer

“Everytime you smile at
someone, it is an action
of love,
a gift to that person, a
beautiful thing.”

But what about the rest of the year?
Well, Hallmark has seen to it that we
have plenty of days to buy presents –
birthdays, anniversaries, mothers’ and
fathers’ days, etc. However, this year,
what about supplementing our giftgiving traditions with a new one – the
gift of us? Or more precisely, giving the

~ Mother Teresa
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We’d like to thank all the
parishioners who helped
with the Christmas
pageant…Marla and all the
ladies who helped set up
and serve the potluck; Beth
Brenner, who put together the candy bags;
Beckie Freeman, who purchased and
wrapped gifts for the children and who
accompanied the pageant; Ron Wheeler who
most ably inhabited Saint Nicholas again
this year; and again, Beckie and Rodney
Freeman for buying and decorating the
Christmas trees and for setting up and taking
down the Creche and all that goes with it;
and E.C.W. for their financial assistance for
this endeavor and for activities throughout
the year. We could not do this without the
assistance we get from so many of you.
Thank you!
____________________________________

Sunday school is from 9:20 until 10:15.
All children are welcome to attend.
Mrs. Zeyna Kleinsasser is the teacher.
She can be reached at 352-4050.
___________________________________

When: Wednesday, Jan. 16th
What time: 5:00 to 7:30
Where: Meet in the Sanctuary
Episcopalooza will begin with
acolyte practice, lessons, etc.
Supper will be served at 5:45.
(Thank you, Marie Wheeler.)
HHS/HMS youth group and
elementary youth group will meet
after supper.

Coming Events:
Begin memorizing January’s Books
of the Bible…the reward is
McDonald’s.

If there is a parent who would be
willing to help for the evening,
please let me know.

Family Fun Night -- JANUARY 23rd
MINUTE-TO-WIN-IT
Lower Brule Christmas:

Kids, if you didn’t memorize the books
of the Bible last month, you can try
again in January. Remember, you need
to recite all the books, September
through November. If you need a new
list, please contact me.

Mother Jean and I traveled to Lower Brule
on Monday, December 17th, to deliver our
gifts to the Boys & Girls Club. It was a
perfect Christmas day as the air was heavy
with frost and the trees along the whole
route were heavily flocked all day and the
bluffs at Lower Brule were dusted with
snow. It was a joyful trip as your generosity

The reward for a successful recitation
of September, October, and November
Books of the Bible is a king-sized
candy bar!
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was enormous! We were able to give them
172 fresh oranges and 172 fresh apples. I
also stuck in about 5# of peanuts in the
shell along with several flavored coffees,
smoothie mixes, 7 large containers of
assorted hot chocolate mix, assorted
canned fruits, card games, Lego sets, hot
wheel and match box cars, movies, board
games, construction paper, children
scissors, glue sticks and bottled glue and
one turkey*. There were other items that I
didn’t get to record, and for that I am sorry.
Tanya was so pleased – especially with the
fruit and peanuts, as they were making
sacks for the children and now were able to
fill one for each. Thank you so very much!
A thank you from them has already been
posted on the Lower Brule bulletin board!
Joanne

January 2013

January Birthdays, Anniversaries &

In Memorium
3 Ralph Jones (I.M.)
4 Myrtle Lampe, Theodore Spaulding (I.M.)
5 John Fuglsang, Kelsey Fuglsang (B)
6 Emily Johnson (B); Art Bjorke (I.M.)
7 Juliet Demean (I.M.)
9 Glen LaFee (I.M.)
11 Anna Reilly (I.M.)
12 Carmen Eid (I.M.)
13 Andrew Tate (B)
14 Micah Robertson (B); Jeanette C. Lusk (I.M.)
15 Jacob Hotchkiss (B)
16 Jim Burton (B)
17 Fern Brunick, Lee Snyder (I.M.)

*We collected enough turkey stamps for 3
turkeys, but since Lower Brule has a
supplier of turkeys to the B & G Club, Tanya
chose to take only one. The other two
turkeys were given to families in need here
in Huron. Thank you!

21 Jane Haskell (I.M.)
23 Ted Ellwein (I.M.)
24 Betty Locker (I.M.)
25 John Sievert (B); Curtis Crawford, Dewey
Gascoigne (I.M.)
26 Elias Bonnemann, Gladys Haggar (B); Jeff
Wheeler (I.M.)
27 Keith Wilcox, Elizabeth Groves (B);
Margaret Schaefer (I.M.)
28 Jason Engel, Andy Ellwein (B); Teresa
Lagarrigue Vicuna (I.M.)
29 Beulah Skezas (I.M.)
30 Vivian Johnson, Forry Lawson (I.M.)
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VESTRY MINUTES – Dec. 18,
2012
(unapproved)

January 2013

some of the artwork from the art class held here
on Monday nights.
Senior Warden’s Report: Marla Lichty reported
the Christmas pageant, potluck, and party was
joyful and the Kindernook program and party the
next night was well attended. She thanked Ron
Wheeler for his part in it.

Grace Church Vestry met December 18, 2012 with
the following present: Mother Jean Mornard,
Marla Lichty, Senior Warden, Douglas Bjorke,
Junior Warden, Marie Wheeler, Treasurer, Jackie
Bjorke, Joanne Groves, Cheryl Severtson, Lyn
Steen, and Ron Wheeler. Absent: Beckie
Freeman

Junior Warden’s Report: Douglas Bjorke reported
a leak in the west entry. It will be necessary to
wait for warmer weather to explore on the roof.
He explained to the Kindernook teacher how the
thermostat works so that if it is adjusted, it will
later revert to its usual programming. He will fill
candles in the Advent Wreath. He will buy ice
melt from Farmers Cashway.

Minutes: Ron Wheeler moved and Joanne Groves
seconded the minutes be approved as written;
motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Lyn Steen moved and Doug
Bjorke seconded that the Treasurer’s Report be
accepted; motion carried. Marie Wheeler
presented a bill from Burnison’s for work on the
furnace in the amount of $354.59. Joanne Groves
moved and Cheryl Severtson seconded that the
bill be paid; motion carried. Marie Wheeler
explained that we have two CD’s coming due in
January. Jackie Bjorke moved and Joanne Groves
seconded that the first one for $19,000+ be
cashed and used in place of money in the
Endowment Fund, which is getting a good return,
and that the second one for $20,000 be cashed
and invested in a six-months CD; motion carried.
Marie told us that Joan Morford informed her that
the Clover Fund had a return of 12% and that
government securities had a return of 2%. All
together the Endow- ment Fund earned $55,000
in the past year.

Old Business: Marie Wheeler and the
Stewardship Committee reviewed the pledges and
are happy to report we have twenty-three
pledges, which includes four new ones, and
eleven were increased. The budget has been
revised to show more from pledges and less from
the Endowment Fund. She distributed copies of
the revised budget.
New Business: There will be a brunch following
the bishop’s visit on January 6, 2013. The date for
the annual meeting will be January 27th. Jackie
Bjorke and Cheryl Severtson will provide the
meat. They are working on nominations. Reports
are due by January 15th. It is time to do an
evaluation of Mother Jean and the parish. Mother
Jean will contact Father Hussey about the
procedure, and it will probably take place in
February.

Rector’s Report: Mother Jean is going to contact
some people to see if they want to be received
into the church when Bishop Tarrant comes.
From the Stewardship Survey they learned there
is interest in outreach, Christian Education, and
having a visit exchange with the Ft. Thompson
Episcopal Church. She enjoyed going with Joanne
Groves to deliver items for the Lower Brule Boys
and Girls Club. She will find a place to display

Next meeting will be January 15th. Meeting
adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Jackie Bjorke, Clerk
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NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE IN
THE OFFICE BY THE 20TH OF EACH
MONTH

Mo. Jean’s Bible study group
meets Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.
All are welcome!
********************

KINDERNOOK CORNER

Grace Church now has a website:
www.grace-episcopal-huron.org. It’s
a work in progress, and if you have
any suggestions or pictures, please
talk to Mo. Jean.

Our Christmas parties provided
much excitement as we celebrated
with games, goodies and gifts! We
would like to say “Thank You” for
sharing in our Christmas Program.

______________________________________________________

January will find us snuggled up
with snowy stories and artwork,
reinforcing numbers, shapes and
letters, as well as learning more
about animals that live in cold
weather climates. We will discover
what it means to “hibernate” and
will experience our own winter
“Hibernation Day” on January 31st.

The Guild will meet at Jackie
Bjorke’s home on Monday,
January 21st, at 7:00 p.m.
********************

We will also discuss the importance
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s,
“Dream for Equality” and the
significance of this special holiday.

Mo. Jean’s new office hours are
8:30-4:30 Monday through
Thursday, or by appointment.

Our Best Wishes for a New Year
filled with much good health and
happiness!
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