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Save the Date! 

Bishop Tarrant will be 

visiting Grace Church on 

Sunday, December 15th.  

Anyone needing a baptism 

or to be received should 

contact Mo. Jean as soon as possible.   

A brunch will follow the service, so 

bring your appetites!  

 That evening our 

youth will present 

the annual 

Christmas Pageant 

at 5:00 p.m., 

followed by a potluck 

and party.  (An 

invitation with more information is 

inside.) 

 

 

 

Coffee Servers - December 

 

Dec.   1 – Joanne Groves 

Dec.   8 – Connie Vicuna 

Dec. 15 – Michelle Hotchkiss 

Dec. 22 – Wendy Voss 

Dec. 29 – Sarah Rubish 

 

 

 

      

 
  Ushers for December – 

          Rodney & Beckie Freeman 

Acolyte Schedule 

December 
 

Dec. 1 – Holy Eucharist  

Audrey Rubish 

 

Dec. 8 – Morning Prayer 

Will Burns 

 

Dec. 15 – Holy Eucharist 

 Jessica Hotchkiss &   

Emma Freeman 

 

Dec. 22 – Holy Eucharist  

Nik Voss &  

Jenna Alford 

 

Dec. 24 – Holy Eucharist 

Nick & Emma Freeman 

& Donika Bjorke 

 

Dec. 29 – Holy Eucharist 

Donika Bjorke & 

Cecelia Kleinsasser 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Lay Reader Schedule for 
December 

Dec. 1 – Holy Eucharist  9:30 a.m. 

    Lay Reader:  Michael Mornard 

Dec. 8 – Morning Prayer  9:30 a.m. 

    Officiant:  David Wheeler 

    Lay Reader:  Sherry VanDoren 

Dec. 15 – Holy Eucharist  9:30 a.m. 

    Lay Reader:  Joanne Groves 

 

Dec. 22 – Holy Eucharist  9:30 a.m. 

    Lay Reader:  Laura Blom 

Dec. 24 – Holy Eucharist  5:30 p.m. 

    Lay Reader:  Michael Mornard 

Dec. 29 – Holy Eucharist  9:30 a.m. 

    Lay Reader:  Sherry VanDoren 
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Notes from Mother 

Jean… 

It's that time of year  

When the world falls in love. 

Every song you hear  

Seems to say  

Merry Christmas! 

May your New Year dreams 

    come true! 

Yes, it’s that time of year.  The time of year 

when we ramp up, gear up, brace up, and rev 

up for The Holidays™!  I’m not so sure the world 

falls in love so much as goes a little nuts.  Added 

to our already busy lives are parties, shopping, 

wrapping, decorating, more shopping, MORE 

wrapping, cooking, eating, traveling, and 

hosting. 

And waiting.  For the kids, it’s waiting for Santa.  

For the adults, it’s waiting for it all to be over.  

For the Church, it’s waiting for…everything.  The 

beginning, with the birth of the Christ Child, and 

the ending, with the coming of God’s Kingdom 

on earth.  The beginning and the end, the Alpha 

and the Omega.  It kind of puts all the running 

around and shopping into perspective, doesn’t 

it? 

That’s one of the things this season is about – 

putting things into perspective.  God’s 

perspective.  Finding out what’s important in 

life, and refocusing our energy on that.  But first 

we have to turn off, or at least tone down, the 

cacophony of distractions that come at us from 

every side this time of year.   

Take some time, this Advent, to tune out the 

world and listen to the Spirit, even if it’s only for 

a one-minute break to just breathe.  Listen.  

Quiet…quiet.  Can you hear it?  Can you hear 

the universe ramping up, gearing up, bracing 

up, and revving up, for the bursting forth of the 

Son of God?  It’s there… 

To facilitate listening, we will be holding 

Morning Prayer on weekdays (Tuesday through 

Friday) at 9:00am during Advent, starting 

December 12th, in addition to our regular 

Wednesday evening Meditation and Prayer 

hour from 7:30 to 8:30pm.  Feel free to join us! 

So until next year, Merry Christmas and may 

your New Year dreams come true!  Pray for 

peace in the world and good will among all 

peoples, and may God abundantly bless you 

and your families in this joyous season and 

always. 

   Mother Jean 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December is Grace's month 

to donate to the Salvation 

Army.  Each week we will call 

for different items.  Week 1 - 

Paper Goods; Week 2 - Boxed 

Food (e.g., stuffing, cake mix, 

etc.); Week 3 - Canned Food; 

and Week 4 - Personal Items 

(e.g., toothpaste, soap, 

lotion).  Leave your donations 

(in bags or boxes if they're 

small) at the back of the 

church, by the Christmas tree. 
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Sunday School is every Sunday morning 
from 9:20 until 10:15.  All children, ages 
Pre-K through 6th grade, are welcome to 
attend.  Mrs. Zeyna Kleinsasser is the 
teacher.  She can be reached at 352-4050, 
if you have any questions. 
 

*   *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Jr.&Sr. Episcopalooza Zone 
 

Grace Episcopal Kids, don't forget 
to fill out your Sunday Service card.  
For every Sunday you attend church 
or Sunday school, write your name 
on an index card found at the back 
of the church on the table.  Give the 
card to Mo. Jean or to Sarah, and 
after collecting four cards, you'll 
earn a pass to the movies 
 

 

Each year, the Episcopalooza Kids collect 

donations to purchase gifts for the youth of 

Lower Brule.  If your family would like to make a 

contribution, please send it along to 

Episcopalooza or leave it in the office. 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

The REVISED schedule for December is 

as follows: 

Wednesday, Dec. 4th:  

  Early Release Day!  Meet at the church 

from 1:30 until 5:00.  We’ll have treats, try 

on costumes, and rehearse.  We’ll also 

play some Christmas games and make 

some Christmas projects.  Kids in 7th-12th 

grades don’t need to come until 4:00.    

(No evening Episcopalooza.) 

Wednesday, Dec. 11th:  

  Pageant practice is from 5:30 until 7:30.  

This will be our last chance for a full 

rehearsal, so please, please, please try 

to attend.  We’ll be ordering pizza for 

supper.   

Sunday, Dec. 15th: 

  Youth Service & Bishop’s Visit at 9:30, 

followed by a light brunch.  Mother 

Jean will confirm who’s doing what 

during the youth service.   

  Pageant & Potluck at 5:00.  Kids need 

to be at the church by 4:00.  Please 

bring a side dish to pass and 

some Christmas goodies, too 

                     Thanks much!  Sarah 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

 

Lower Brule Boys and 
Girls Club Wish List: 

 
Board Games—ages 6-12 (the fewer the 
 pieces the better) 
Gloves—nice warm ones and not the one- 
 size-fits-all knit type 
Batteries—AA primarily, but can use AAA 
Multi-game/game for x-box (15 games on 
 a disc) 
And, of course, Joanne will be taking at 
least two boxes of oranges and apples and 
hot chocolate.  She will accept your 
articles or, as always, $$$ she can buy 
them with.  Thank you for your 
generosity! 
   December 2013 
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 Dear Members of Grace Church, 

It’s time, once again, for the 

Grace Episcopal Church 

Christmas Pageant which will 

be held on Sunday, 

December 15
th

, at 5:00 p.m.  

It will be a busy Sunday, as the 

Bishop will be visiting during the morning 

service, but we hope that won’t keep you from 

coming back in the evening for this beautiful 

Grace Church Christmas tradition.   

As always, we would love to have some 

volunteer ushers, especially important because 

there are families who attend the pageant who 

are unfamiliar with our church customs, etc.  

Help in the kitchen during and after the potluck 

is always necessary and appreciated too. 

Most importantly, you can encourage our 

youngsters and help our church flourish by 

attending the pageant and the potluck afterward.  

Please bring a side dish to pass and some 

Christmas goodies, too.    

We hope to see all of you! 

  Thanks so much, 

  Sarah Rubish 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
December Birthdays, Anniversaries &  

In Memorium 
       3  McKenna Lichty (B) 

 

       4  Donna Edwards (I.M.) 

 

      5  Robert Lincoln (I.M.) 

 

       7  Donika Bjorke (B); Dean Engel (I.M.) 

 

       8  Matthew Voss (B) 

   

  9  Jayden Engel (B); Mavis Clark, Edith 

      Webster (I.M.)  

 

11  Jackie Bjorke, Byron Severtson, Vern Tate 

       (B) 

   

12  Danielle (McDonald) Spain (B); Elizabeth 

       Sauer (I.M.) 

 

13  George Turner, Robert Lusk (I.M.) 

 

14  Bailey Engel (B) 

 

15 Madeline Kleinsasser, Carrie (Wheeler) 

        White (B); Helen Neiffer (I.M.) 

 

16 Marla Lichty, Greg Gogolin (B); Sylvia 

        Hanson (I.M.) 

  

17  Sheri Kopka (B) 

 

     20  Shana (Severtson) Ries, Terron Thomas (B); 

            Dell Boyd (I.M.) 

 

21  Danielle Hauck (B); Bertha Lampe, Mary 

       Lampe (I.M.) 

 

24  Shaun Klinger (B); Lloyd Avery, Willis Engel, 

       Pearl Wooledge (I.M.) 

 

25  Genevieve Fuglsang, Walter Edwards (I.M.) 

 

26 Mary Jepsen (B) 

 

27 John Clark (B) 

 

28 Kathryn Wilcox (B) 

 

31  Roy & Marjy Milliken (A) 

Our recent UTO Sunday was very 

successful.  Your thankful giving 

resulted in gifts of $218.17.  Thank 

you to everyone for supporting the 

United Thank Offering!                    

  Sherry VanDoren         

  UTO Chairman 
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VESTRY MINUTES – Nov. 

19, 2013 

                

(unapproved)  

The Vestry met with the following members 
present: Mo. Jean Mornard, Beckie Freeman , 
Marla Lichty, Sr. Warden, Doug Bjorke, Jr. 
Warden, Connie Vicuna, Joanne Groves and 
Marie Wheeler, Treasurer. 
 

The meeting opened with the collect of St. Hilda 
of Whitby whose feast day was Tuesday.  
 

Old Business: Minutes from the October 
meeting were approved by a motion by Joanne 
Groves/Marla Lichty following a clarification of 
expenses for youth group materials.   
 

The treas.’s report was approved by a motion 
made by Marla Lichty/Beckie Freeman. A bill 
from David Salmen for annual tuning/check of 
organ and including a repair to the organ last 
spring for an organ cipher was approved on a 
motion by Connie Vicuna/Marla Lichty.  
 

Vestry members, Beckie Freeman and Ron 
Wheeler, whose terms will expire were 
reminded to find a replacement. Marla Lichty is 
also searching for someone to be Sr. Warden.  
 

New Business: Jr. Warden’s report included the 
servicing of the furnaces by him and his 
donation of new filters for the furnaces. Thank 
you Doug! The leak in “Joanne’s room” ceiling 
has been repaired and a new ceiling tile will be 
installed.  
 

Rector’s report: Mo. Jean will be gone 
December 5-11th. Bishop Tarrant will be visiting 
December 15th; the community Thanksgiving 
service, Wed., Nov. 27, will be held at 1st Baptist 
Church at 5:30pm. There will be an expense for 
class materials for the Advent Bible Study.  
 

Sr. Warden’s report: Mo. Jean’s review has 
been completed.  
 

Beckie reported that she and Rodney will be 
purchasing Christmas trees for the church and 
for Kindernook annually in honor of Bubba.  
The annual budget was reviewed with the 
Vestry by Marie Wheeler. Marie noted that the 
Vestry needs to decide how much of the 
budgeted dollars for Continuing Education for 
Mother Jean Mornard can be carried over. On a 
motion by Connie Vicuna/Marla Lichty the 
Vestry approved a maximum carryover of 
$3000. The Diocesan Assessment of $15000 was 
approved by Vestry on a motion by Marla 
Lichty/Beckie Freeman. The budgeted amount 
for youth expenses was increased by $150 for a 
total of $250 was approved on a motion by 
Joanne Groves/Doug Bjorke.  
 

Connie reviewed the Stewardship Report. A 
copy of the report will be included in the 
Stewardship packet parishioners will receive.  
By parish selection, the energy audit was the 
first priority. Two options were available for 
review, with the Stewardship committee 
recommending Option 2.  On motion by Joanne 
Groves/Beckie Freeman Option 2, which 
includes the use of an Infra Red camera and a 
Blower Door for a cost of $500 plus $1.00/mile, 
was approved. Connie presented information 
titled “the Cool Congregation Challenge” which 
is hosted by Interfaith Power & Light who will 
award prizes to congregations for becoming 
energy efficient and responsible role models in 
sustainable practices to reduce climate change. 
Connie believes, after much investigation and 
study, our project with new windows in both 
foyers and doors in West foyer Grace Church 
would be an excellent candidate for the 
challenge. Agreement to do so was included in 
motion above to proceed with Option 2 of the 
Energy Audit. A huge thank you to Connie and 
the Stewardship committee for all of their 
work!  
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:59pm. Our next 
meeting will be Dec. 17.  
 

  Respectfully submitted,  
  Joanne Groves, Clerk Pro-tem 
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$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $  

Pledges are due ASAP! 
$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

I want to extend a big thank-you to the 
stewardship committee.  They have 
gone above and beyond the duties of 
the committee.  They have spent many 
hours researching how to go about 
making the church more energy 
efficient.  They have tried to find out 
what is most important to our 
congregation by sending out surveys 
to the congregation.  I realize this has 
taken a good amount of their time and 
talent and we as a congregation 
cannot thank them enough.  Thank 
you, Connie Vicuna, Cheri Bjorke, Rod 
Voss and Michael Mornard. 

  Marla Lichty, Sr. Warden  

 

 

The Guild will meet for dinner 

at The Hangar on Monday, 

December 16th, at 6:00 p.m. 
___________________________________________ 

 

 

 
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE IN THE 

OFFICE BY THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*An HP set of 2 ink cartridges (#21 

black & #22 color) was purchased by a 

parishioner by mistake and opened but 

now cannot be returned.  It is on the 

secretary’s desk in the office if anyone 

can use it. 

 

 

 

VESTRY will meet on Tues., 

December 17th, at 7:15. 

KINDERNOOK CORNER 
Preparing for the Thanksgiving holiday was 

lots of fun, and the children looked so 

precious in their Pilgrim hats and Native 

American headbands, feasting on food 

galore.  We hope you and your family enjoyed 

a Thanksgiving filled with happiness! 

The Stone Soup story was enjoyed by all, and 

we greatly appreciated the items you gave for 

our “Caring and Sharing” Food Drive. 

Our Christmas Program will be held on the 

evening of December 12th at 7:00.  Both 

classes will celebrate the season with a 

Christmas Party on Thursday, December 19th. 

We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a 
Blessed New Year!!! 


